English Comma Rules
1. Separating Items in a List
Use commas to separate three or more items in a series. The last comma before 'and' is optional (Oxford comma).
Example:
· I bought apples, oranges, and bananas.
· She likes reading, swimming and cycling.
2. Before Coordinating Conjunctions (FANBOYS)
Use a comma before 'for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so' when connecting two independent clauses.
Example:
· I wanted to go for a walk, but it started raining.
· She studied hard, so she passed the exam.
No comma is needed if the clauses are short and closely connected:
· I ran and he walked.
3. After Introductory Elements
Use a comma after introductory words, phrases, or clauses.
Examples:
· Yes, I will attend the meeting.
· After the movie, we went for ice cream.
· If it rains, we’ll stay indoors.
4. Setting off Non-Essential Information (Non-Restrictive Clauses)
Use commas to separate extra information that can be removed without changing the main meaning.
Examples:
· My brother, who lives in London, is visiting us next week.
· The book, written by a famous author, won several awards.
No comma for essential information:
· People who live in London often use the Tube.
5. With Adjectives
Use commas between two or more adjectives that equally describe a noun.
Examples:
· It was a long, exhausting journey.
· She wore a bright red dress. (No comma: 'bright red' is a single idea)
6. With Direct Addresses
Use a comma when addressing someone directly.
Examples:
· Lisa, can you help me with this problem?
· Can you help me, Lisa?
7. With Dates, Addresses, and Numbers
Dates: October 20, 2025, is a Monday.
Addresses: I live at 123 Main Street, Frankfurt, Germany.
Large numbers: 1,000; 20,500; 1,000,000
8. With Quotations
Place a comma before a quotation introduced by verbs like 'say' or 'ask'.
Examples:
· He said, "I will be there soon."
· "I will be there soon," he said.
9. To Prevent Confusion
Use a comma to avoid misreading a sentence.
Example:
· Let’s eat, Grandma! (Without comma: 'Let’s eat Grandma!')
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